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A Reminder of an Old Lesson for US the “Crazy Busy”  

If you live in America in the 21st century you’ve probably had to listen to a lot of 
people tell you how busy they are. It’s become the default response when you ask 
anyone how they’re doing: “Busy!” “So busy.” “Crazy busy.” It is, pretty 
obviously, a boast disguised as a complaint. It’s not as if any of us wants to live 
like this; it’s something we collectively force one another to do. 
Notice it isn’t generally people pulling back-to-back shifts in the I.C.U. or 
commuting by bus to three minimum-wage jobs who tell you how busy they are; 
what those people are is not busy but tired. Exhausted. Dead on their feet. It’s 
almost always people whose lamented busyness is purely self-imposed: work and 
obligations they’ve taken on voluntarily, classes and activities they’ve 
“encouraged” their kids to participate in. They’re busy because of their own 
ambition or drive or anxiety, because they’re addicted to busyness and dread what 
they might have to face in its absence. 
Almost everyone we know is busy. They feel anxious and guilty when they aren’t either working or doing something to 
promote their work. They schedule in time with friends the way students with 4.0 G.P.A.’s make sure to sign up for 
community service because it looks good on their college applications. It’s amazing how busy our lives are. What is even 
more amazing is how much we can miss because we are so busy, but there is a way to deal with “Crazy Busy” in us. 
At one point,  Jesus had a very close friend who was very busy. Her name was Martha. Jesus had come to her home for a 
visit, and Martha wanted to prepare a special meal for him. She was busy with the meal preparations and she was irked 
that her sister Mary was not helping her. 
What was Mary doing? She was listening to Jesus teach God’s Word. When Martha complained about her business and 
Mary’s lack of help, Jesus said, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is 
needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:41-42). 
Mary could have been busy too. But she chose to put off her business to listen to Jesus’ word. The Word that Jesus spoke 
had eternal consequences because it was God’s Word of love and forgiveness. That precious Word was more important 
than anything Martha might be busy doing. God’s love and forgiveness is the one thing needed in your life too! Being 
busy is okay, but as you realize the good news of God’s Word you can find room for it in your busy day. 

http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.facebook.com/skanpresby
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“Fighting FOMO” 
Sr. High Prayer and Devotional 

Free Study - Free Breakfast 
Fridays @ 6:45am - Johnny Angels 

RSVP and/or Questions? Txt 937-570-1901 

* If your birthday or anniversary is in April and you do not see your name, email revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

April Birthdays! 
Edith Edson  
Jill Marshall 4/1  
Carol Gassler 4/1 
J.P. Soderberg 4/5  
Sky Graham 4/6 
Mary Lambdin 4/10  
Kristin Bernazzani 4/16  
Louise Hancock 4/16  
Ralph Jurgensen 4/16 
Lew Reid 4/17  
Kay Barton 4/20 
Judy Krieger 4/25  
Rachel Rhoads 4/27  
Sue Grady 4/29  
Todd Marshall 4/30 

To see our Church Calendar, please visit!  
www.skanpresby.org/calendar

April Anniversaries!  
Sandy and Steve Frackenpohl 
Sandy and Hugh Hadley 4/1 (50th) 

http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
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Lent at the Church - April Schedule of Activities  

Pick up your FREE Lent Study guide - Meeting Jesus by Jodi Craiglow.  
Meet the people that met Jesus, our hope is that by learning about these stories you will consider your own story with our 
Lord Jesus Christ as we prepare our spirits to celebrate His resurrection.  

Daily - Video introductions on our website  (homepage) www.skanpresby.org  
Weekly - Wednesdays Soup and Supper, face to face reviews of “Meeting Jesus” by Jodi Craiglow 

April 5th - Read stories between March 30th to April 5th and see intro videos  
April 12th - Read stories between April 6th and April 12th and see intro videos  

Maundy Thursday, April 13th @ 6pm  
 * See page #11 for more info  

Good Friday, April 14th @ noon  
 * Ecumenical Stages of the Cross, noon at St. Mary’s of the Lake Catholic Church.  

Palm Sunday Brunch  
 *Soon after worship  

Easter Sunday  
 Sunrise worship at the Skaneateles Gazebo @ 6:30am  
 Regular Worship at the First Presbyterian Church @ 9:30am  

Go to www.skanpresby.org 

On the home page find the option called 
“DONATE” and glide your cursor to get the drop 
down menu.  

1.    Type the amount of your offering 
2.    Select Credit/Debit or Bank Account 
3.    Card Number, Month and Year 
4.    Add the CVC 
5.    Name on card 
6.    Email address 
7.    Street address 
8.    City 
9.    State and Zip Code 
10.    One time or Recurring Offering  
11.    Comments or Line Memo 
12.    Click Select Now  

After completing the above steps, you will get a 
confirmation by email of your donation.  

Important: The church does NOT storage your 
Credit Card Information. The security of your 
personal information is important to us. We have 
a high-grade encryption to protect you and your 
information 

http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org
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MANOR NEWS - March 2017 
Despite the March blizzard and tons of snow the board members are already thinking about the annual “May is 
Manor Month” campaign.  We will be hosting a coffee hour and encouraging those who would like to know more 
about the Manor mission to stop by and ask questions.  We will be looking for volunteers who can spend an hour or 
two helping with spring cleanup on the morning of Saturday, May 20.  After church on Mother’s Day, May 14 we 
will sell a large variety of beautiful hanging baskets.  If you would like to preorder hanging baskets or geranium 
bedding plants please contact the church office.  We can also take requests for a specific color. 

The Sunday Servers for March were: Mona Smalley and Phyllis Clark, the Glowacki Family, Margie Sutton, 
Sandy and Tom Holbrook.  Thank you for your time and for making this a special meal time for our residents.  
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* Important: Families with children and youth. Parents, you can write a note for your child to be released early for a 
religious observance which is a legally viable excuse. Help us to make our faith a priority in your family!  
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FROM THE PASTOR 
On the wall of the Conner Room is a Time-line of our church. Several versions of this have been created, the first of 
which for my Doctoral Project in 2001. That first Time-line portrayed the full history of our congregation beginning in 
1801, when Thomas Jefferson was President and Napolean was Emperor of France. Often times, the Time-line needed to 
be extended as more and more took place. The original realization of the Time-line was that when we have gotten stuck 
as a church, being stuck gets in the way of creativity, but when resolved incredible activities take place. Throughout this 
year, I have been involved in an on-line Continuing Education class in Family Systems Counseling. In more ways than 
can be described briefly, Churches are Family Systems, operating with the same generational issues, the same triangles 
and communication problems, and projections, and perceived problems or patients, as happen in all of our families; 
principally because our church is made up of our families. Recently, I attended an intensive day long seminar in 
Washington DC, where of all things, the leaders described diagramming the issues of your church-family by creating a 
Time-line. However instead of focusing upon the pastor’s issues, or what happened which year, or in combination with 
world events, to recognize when new Mission Emphases began. Applying ribbons to our Time-line, it rapidly becomes 
apparent that we have created new Mission Emphases that have carried on year after year. Also, while we have not 
created something new every year, there have been new Mission Emphases every two to four years. These new 
emphases have kept us all engaged, have brought continual new inspiration and faith issues, and have involved people in 
our church whom we did not know previously. If you have the opportunity, please stop into the Conner Room (The 
Board Room where the Session meet and many of the Church’s decisions are made) and take a look at our Time-line. 
The great affirmation which came of this, for me, came from the Directors of the Bowen Family Systems program and 
the Healthy Congregations program jointly recognizing, that where ordinarily churches do not get unstuck, and struggle 
with old issues for six and seven generations, this congregation has worked through its issues and the issues of our past, 
while known and accepted no longer define or limit our congregation. In the words of a long-time pastor of this Church 
“Well Done!” 

PALM SUNDAY 
While Christmas Pageants have wonderful childhood memories, there are few celebrations as Biblical, with as many 
memories for us, as Palm Sunday. April 9th we worship with the singing of “The Palms”, the waving of Palm branches, 
folding Palm Crosses, and sharing of a Palm Sunday Brunch. Save the white gloves and Easter bonnets for the next 
week, this is a very real celebration of believers crying out “HOSANNA, to the Son of David!”  

PASSOVER SEDER 
The last several years we have arranged tables in Cruciform in the Sanctuary for a Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service. At 6pm on Maundy Thursday, April 13th we will have an actual full dinner in Dobson Hall, which is the 
Passover Seder, the foundation for Jesus’ celebration that became the Sacrament of Communion.  This is a “worship-
feast” with roasted lamb and chicken, charoseth, unleavened bread, vegetables, bitter herbs, based on the Biblical text. 
“Rabbi Lindsey” fresh from Jerusalem will teach us things we never knew. Come, and bring friends and neighbors as all 
sojourners are welcome. Please call the church office or sign up in worship, so we know how many places at the Table 
to set. 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday, April 14th Skaneateles Schools have morning classes, but at 12:00 Noon we gather at St. Mary’s of the Lake 
Catholic Church for the Stations of the Cross. This will be Father McGrath’s last year, so we encourage one and all to 
join us, as Father McGrath describes the origins of this spiritual journey, and we carry the cross throughout our Village. 

EASTER MORNING TWO CELEBRATIONS 
Easter Morning at 6:30am April 16th, Rev. Dr. Lindsey leads an Ecumenical Sunrise Worship Celebration in the Gazebo 
at Clift Park. Dress warmly, and come join us, to sing “Jesus Christ Is risen Today” and celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior.  
While Craig and Pastor Mario were each out of the Country, Larry Weiss led worship on the Sunday of the 
Transfiguration. During that worship service he and the children gathered all the “All*l***s” from throughout the 
Sanctuary and buried these inside the Baptismal Font. Throughout the 40 days of Lent (and the Sundays) we have not 
said or sung that word of celebration for the resurrection. But on Easter morning, the day of resurrection, the 
“All*l***s” burst forth in singing and celebration. Some years, this has caused Baby ducklings to appear in the 
Baptismal Font, Doves to fly around the Sanctuary, a Lamb (uncooked) to appear beneath the piano, Helium Balloons 
and other years Butterflies to fly from the Pipe Organ. What do you suppose Rev. Lindsey has up his sleeves this year? 
At the 9:30am Easter Morning Worship we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion. Brass instruments will accompany 
Barb Mushock on the Organ, little girls will wear white gloves, ladies might be adorned in Spring Easter Bonnets, and 
all will come to celebrate.  
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ORGANIST SEARCH 

In early December, we learned that Doris Hill would be leaving just after Christmas. Barb Mushock has provided wonderful 
accompaniment for us, allowing our Church to worship God and sing, and enjoy music. Our sincere thanks and appreciation go 
to Barb for this. When Barb was asked to serve as Interim Organist, our Session agreed that we would try to advertise for 
Organists, but persons who play this complex instrument are “as rare as hen’s teeth”.  Please continue to be patient and do not 
make assumptions who is or is not a possibility. Like all of our staff, this is an important position to fill, not only with an 
exceptionally gifted individual, but a team player who will work well with the other leaders of our Church. We have been 
advertising since Christmas, and thanks to the identity of our Church as a worshipping congregation of exceptional music with 
fine instruments and a great team leadership, we have received several candidates!!!  
Imagine trying to play not with one keyboard, but four, one of which you play the white and black keys with your feet. 
Simultaneously, you are combining and recombining the instruments of an orchestra, during an individual selection of music. 
Add to this, that the Organist needs to be able to play solo for Preludes, Offertories, and Postludes; needs to accompany the 
congregation in hymn singing without practice; needs to accompany the various Choirs both in woodshedding parts, as well as 
performance in leading the congregation in the worship of God, without focus on themselves as performers. Now, add to this, 
that we expect this individual to work every Sunday morning, and Thursday night, as well as every holiday, and to be available 
whenever a wedding or funeral arises. An Organist Search Committee is currently being formed, if you are or you know of 
someone in our Church whom you believe should be part of this Committee please let Rev. Lindsey know immediately. The 
members of the Committee are planning to meet with Session  at the next regular Session meeting, then begin their work. 
Expectations is to have a decision, and to have our new organist begin by July.  

SACRED PLACES     
By Rev. Craig Lindsey 
Our Sanctuary is a sacred place. Waling the Labyrinth in Dobson 
Hall can be sacred. Sitting on the shore listening to the waves is 
sacred. Walking Beaver Swamp and Baltimore Woods are sacred. 
NYS has more waterfalls than anywhere else in the world, each a 
place to feel the presence of God. However, to pray beneath a tree, 
which later you learn is over 2000 years old, located in THE 
Garden of Gethsemane, on THE Mount of Olives immediately 
outside the walls of Jerusalem, is powerful. 
The most staggering reality of Jerusalem, is that the same 
mountain, on which 

• God told Abraham to sacrifice his son whom he loved, 
• Was Built the City of David, 
• Was Built the Temple of King Solomon, 
• Was The Wailing Wall 
• Was Jesus’ reference point for having faith to move a 

mountain, 
• Jesus was Sacrificed and Buried, 
• According to Islam, Mohammed ascended to heaven and 

brought back Koran, 
• The Seven Day War of 1967 between the Palestinians and Israelis, was fought 

All on the same mountain within 1½ square miles. What difference does this make? The 
ancient Jewish place God showed Abraham to sacrifice his son, and the place where the 
Son of God was sacrificed on the cross and resurrected, and the place of the ascension 
of Mohammed creating the Muslim Koran, are forever bound together as one. Our 
contemporary culture gets excited about six degrees of separation, and how all of us are 
connected, but Jerusalem is the place God sent us. I love that image that Jesus the Son 
of God was sacrificed on the very spot where the son of Abraham was to be sacrificed.  
Whether all the places churches were built during the Crusades were the actual places 
Biblical events happened is questionable, but for at least the last 1200 years (The 
Crusades) possibly the last 1700 years (Constantine as Christian Emperor of Rome) 
these have been the accepted locations. 
According to the Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches, the place 
of Jesus’ Crucifixion, his being taken off of the Cross, and his burial Tomb are located 
within the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. However, in 1900, the Anglican Church 
identified a Garden Tomb, which because of identification of Golgotha as The Place of 
The Skull is quite striking. 
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FINANCE WORK GROUP  COUNTERS WANTED 

Over the past month members have authored a new Collections Policy. Its primary 
purpose is to set forth controls for receiving donations. The Church has been informed by 
both outside and internal audits that our procedure for counting Sunday offerings needs 
improvement. Currently one person counts the collection and makes the deposit on the 
Monday following the service. To ensure integrity and transparency we wish to establish 
2-3 counting teams of two persons each. The initial teams would be led by experienced 
counters, Judy Krieger and Kay Kraatz who now count on alternate months.  

We are now asking for volunteers to join these new teams. The counting process take 
about one hour. There is a step by step well tested guideline to take you through the 
counting. You do not have to be a CPA or a finance professional. Just someone who is 
willing to give a few hours every few months. Please note that current Deacons and 
Session members are not able to count. This an important step in ensuring that your 
contributions and donations are properly handled. 

Please contact Peggy or any member of the Finance teams if you would like to help out. 

Thank you   

                                                            Doug Hamlin, Dave Graham, Dour Rutan, Ron Beavers, Steve White 

OUR SUDANESE MISSION 
By John Howard  

The John Dau Foundation is scheduling a party at the Skaneateles Country Club on 
Friday Evening, May 26th to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Duk Lost Boys 
Clinic, to honor the core members who serve the mission and to join in fundraising to 
support the Clinic. More details will follow. Please mark your calendar. 

JDF Staff in South Sudan has carried out its assignment to distribute food for NGOs 
such as Unicef and World Bank. The effort has been rewarding as other agencies have 
failed to come up to our standards. 

JDF has added to its staff in Juba (the capital) further implementing our capability to 
provide better services  humanitarian services for the citizens of South Sudan. We have added a project manager and 
accountant. We have secured funds to build a boat that will serve our PHCU (urgent care) facility at the island of Kyoom in the 
Nile River. The boat is now under construction. 

Circle	meetings	

MARY/MARTHA	CIRCLE		THURSDAY	APRIL	6TH		
AT	9:30	AT	HOME	OF	NAN	CORSELLO,	14	HERITAGE	
WOODS	

ESTHER/SARAH	CIRCLE	THURSDAY,	APRIL	6		
AT	1PM	AT	THE	HOME	OF	ANN	FEE,	73	ONONDAGA	ST.	
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NEW	ARTWORK	

In	Jerusalem,	Dr.	Lindsey	found	a	series	of	prints	of	Biblical	images	different	from	anything	in	North	America.	Bracha	
Lavee-Brym	 is	 an	 artist	 born	 in	 Poland	 in	 1948,	 who	 immigrated	 to	 Israel	 in	 1957.	 Bracha	 employed	 a	 variety	 of	
artistic	 techniques,	 when	 she	 discovered	 the	 Ilexibility	 of	 felt	 to	 depict	 images	 normally	 associated	 with	 tapestry.	
Added	to	 the	warmth	of	 felt,	 the	 liberal	use	of	brilliant	gold	 line	makes	her	scenes	of	 Jerusalem	 lustrous	and	three-
dimensional.	The	images	in	the	hallway	between	the	Infant	and	Walk-in	Nurseries	depict	Old	Jerusalem,	The	Nation	of	
Israel	Crossing	the	Red	Sea	with	the	Cloud	of	Fire	and	Pillar	of	Smoke,	the	Tabernacle,	Elijah	in	the	Whirlwind.	When	
hanging	these	in	the	Hall,	we	intentionally	placed	these	at	a	height	the	children,	as	well	as	adults	could	enjoy.	A	Iifth	
image	was	gifted	to	our	Choral	Director	Brian	Ackles,	but	you	need	to	rehearse	with	the	Choir	to	view	this	image.	

From	an	Antiquities	Dealer,	Pastor	Craig	bought	a	4th	Century	Oil	Lamp,	found	at	one	of	the	many	archaeological	sites.	
This	clay	oil	lamp	from	the	time	of	the	Emperor	Constantine	would	have	been	used	for	light	in	households.	

THE	HISTORY	OF	THE	SKANEATELES	RELIGIOUS	SOCIETY	

For	 the	200th	Anniversary	 of	 our	 congregation	 in	 2001,	 Craig	 Lindsey	 researched	 and	wrote	down	a	history	 of	 our	
development.	Over	the	years	this	has	been	added	to	and	corrected,	with	the	many	changes	and	missions	of	our	church.	
Many	 visitors	 have	 requested	 information	 about	 our	 church	 and	 especially	 the	 windows.	 Recently,	 Pastor	 Lindsey	
contacted	the	publisher	who	printed	copies	of	his	book	on	the	South	Sudanese	Mission,	to	submit	the	History	of	the	
Schaneateles	Religious	Society.	This	new	book	will	be	available	 through	Amazon	and	Barnes	&Noble	 for	$15.00.	All	
royalties	 from	 each	 of	 these	 books	 are	 paid	 directly	 to	 the	 church	 in	 support	 of	 missions.	 While	 probably	 not	 as	
popular	as	a	First	Presbyterian	Church	Cookbook,	it	is	hoped	that	for	those	wanting	information,	this	will	be	a	valued	
keepsake.	

BAPTISM	

Samuel	Willis	Gibson	received	the	Sacrament	of	Baptism	during	worship	on	March	26th.	Sam’s	parents	Rachel	King	and	
Mike	Gibson	were	married	here	several	years	ago,	and	have	worshipped	with	us	many	times	each	year.	When	asked	
why	 they	 had	 not	 joined	 the	 church	 before	 this,	 the	 Gibsons	 described	 having	 grown	 up	 in	 a	 Presbyterian	 Church	
where	it	was	required	to	attend	weekly,	and	they	could	not.	Pastor	Lindsey	simply	smiled	saying	“We	want	you	to	come	
as	often	as	you	are	able,	worshipping	God	because	you	want	to	worship	God.”	

Mary	Helen	Hoag	 also	 joined	 the	 church	 on	March	 26th.	Mary	Helen	 has	 been	worshipping	with	 us	 regularly	 since	
September.	Rev.	Lindsey	surprised	Mary	Helen	during	worship,	by	placing	young	Samuel	into	her	arms,	for	the	two	of	
them	to	walk	through	the	Sanctuary	being	claimed	by	their	church.	

Dear Church,  

Thank you for all the notes, prayers, phone calls 
wishing me a quick recovery from my hip replacement 
surgery. I’m doing well 

Jan Shadle 
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